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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Berkshire County Arc announced that BCARC will receive a $493,000 grant from the U. S. Department of Housing &amp; Urban Development. The funding will be used to build a new, handicapped-accessible home in Lanesboro for four developmentally-disabled individuals currently served by Berkshire County Arc.

    Through the HUD 811 program, funds are allocated to provide accessible housing for low-income and disabled individuals. This is the third grant received by Berkshire County Arc over the past three years, for a total of approximately $2.5 million.

    In addition to the grant, subsidies in the amount of $90,000 for five years have also been awarded.  These subsidies are renewable up to 40 years.

  Olver said, "I applaud the great work being done by Berkshire County Arc on behalf of individuals with disabilities in western Massachusetts, and I'm pleased that HUD has recognized that. Berkshire County Arc has a long and successful history in our community for running strong and productive programs. This project is vital to the community in supporting the residents as an integral part of our society."

  Kenneth Singer, Executive Director of Berkshire County Arc, said, "There is a great need for accessible housing in Berkshire County. The individuals that we serve are aging and are in need of one-level homes with accessible facilities."

    Berkshire County Arc is in the final planning stages of a project funded under its first HUD grant and hopes to break ground on a $2 million apartment building to be located in downtown Pittsfield on the corner of Maplewood Avenue and First Street. A spring groundbreaking is planned.

    Berkshire County Arc serves more than 350 individuals with developmental disabilities throughout Berkshire and Hampden Counties.  It operates 32 residential programs, as well as numerous day and vocational programs.  The agency employs approximately 500 staff.

       ###

For additional information, please contact Kenneth Singer, Executive Director of Berkshire County Arc, at 413-499-4241.
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